ID Theft and Healthcare Fraud

Almost daily, news reports and newspapers remind us that we live in an age where technology that was developed to help us sometimes opens the door for crooks and thieves to steal our identity and jeopardize our financial security. Email scams, computer hackers, and other crooks are gaining access to personal bank and credit card account numbers, social security numbers, and other personal information at alarming rates. For more information on the types of crimes being committed and tips on how to protect your identity, and prevent Healthcare Fraud, Waste and Abuse -  visit the Identity Theft Resource Center website at: 
www.idtheftcenter.org

Be pro-active in protecting your personal information. Do not give out personal information over the telephone unless you have made the call to someone that you know is an employee of a legitimate business. Carry only necessary items in your wallet, and be sure to securely store other cards with account numbers or other personal information in a safe place. 
It is a good idea to have a password established with a family member who may know where your personal information is located.  That family member (or someone you trust) would know how to access information if you are unable, but need them to retrieve the information should be hospitalized, out of town, or for some reason unable to have access to the information.  This person should know with who(m) you might want them to share information and under what circumstances.  
Presentations on Identity theft are available through your local TRIAD organization, (contact Sgt. Steve Eckley at 686-6500), Aging and Disability Resource Center, (contact Lynn Scheinoha at 683-5110) or through the Statewide Senior Medicare Patrol Project, (contact CWAG at 608-224-0606).   

Workshops can provide an excellent education on protection from Medicare errors and fraud, healthcare scams, and identity theft.  Protect yourselves………………….. 
and save taxpayer dollars.
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