  TODAY’S FAMILY CAREGIVER CHECKLIST
The most loving gift a person can give to one’s family is to put your affairs in order before a medical emergency.  To assist in providing that gift, Today’s Caregiver magazine has compiled the following list of the information and documents you should have prepared:

1. All bank accounts, account numbers and types of accounts and the location of each account.

2. Insurance Companies, policy numbers, beneficiary as stated on the policies of all insurances (health, life, long term care, automobile, etc…)

3. Deed and titles to ALL property.

4. Loan / lien information, who holds them and if there are any death provisions.

5. Social Security and Medicare numbers.

6. Military history, affiliations and papers (including discharge papers)

7. Up-to-date will in a safe place (inform family where it is located)

8. Living Will or other Advanced Directive appropriate to your state 

9. Durable Power of Attorney

10. Instructions for funeral services and burial (if arrangements have been secured list the location of funeral home and contact person)

The importance of putting one’s “affairs in order” cannot be stressed enough!  Every person over the age of 18 should have a Power of Attorney for Health Care document.  Our office recommends that you complete the document with the help of a health care professional such as a social worker, pastoral care department or an attorney.  

Our office offers a “Do It Yourself” kit for both the Power of Attorney for Health Care and the Financial Power of Attorney, however we are only able to provide the kit to the person who intends to complete it.  We are not able to give the kit to a family member.  You may also access these documents on the internet at:    www.dhfs.state.wi.us          Updated on: 06-10-05

